
A Brief History of St. Joseph Catholic Church 

Lake Linden, Michigan 

 

by Reverend Eric E. Olson, Pastor 

 
 The area known as Lake Linden, first called Torch Lake, was settled in the 

1850s, but the major growth of the area did not take place until the Calumet & 

Hecla Mining Company established their Stamp Mills there in 1867. 

 

At that time there were about 25 Roman Catholic Families in the area, most 

of whom had emigrated from Quebec, Canada. They found employment at the 

Stamp Mills or at the lumber manufacturing company of Joseph Gregoire,1 who 

came to be called “the Father of the French-Canadians” because of his guidance 

and generosity. 

 

Joseph Gregoire 

 
(From Noces d‘or de Ia Paroisse Saint-Joseph 1871 -1921 by Rev. J. A. Paquet, pastor of Ste 

Anne Church of Calumet) 

 

The first name who will be presented for our remembrance is that of Mr. 

Joseph Gregoire, to whom is awarded the title of “Father of the Canadians of Lake 

Superior.” Mr. Joseph Gregoire was the son of a farmer and the grandson of one of 

the heroes of Carillon. Born at Saint Valentin, county of Saint Jean, the 5th of 

August 1833, he came to Lake Superior at the age of 21, in 1854. Wielding an axe 

like all good Canadians, he was at first a simple woodcutter, then a carpenter, and 

he proved his talent by reaching the rank of foreman. By the end of the year he was 

a contractor. A little while after he entered into business with Mr. Louis 

Deschamps and Mr. Normandin, and established a sawmill near Torch Lake, that 

is, Lake Linden. The location of this sawmill today bears the name of 

Gregoireville. In 1872 he attained sole ownership of this establishment. Mr. Joseph 

Gregoire, though without formal education, was a very intelligent man, and 

possessed a heart of gold. Never a meritorious enterprise, a worthy man, or a just 

cause appealed to him in vain. One cannot number the individuals and the 

institutions which profited from his generosity. For 15 or 16 years, Mr. Gregoire 

was the Supervisor of Schoolcraft Township. He was honorary president of the 

Society of St. John the Baptist of Lake Linden, and also the first clerk of 

Schoolcraft Township. He died in August of 1895; but his memory is yet alive in 

the heart of all those who remember or who benefitted from his generous giving. 



 

 In 1867 the first priests began to serve the Catholics in the 

emerging community, which would later be called Lake Linden. At 

first Masses were celebrated in peoples homes. As the Catholic 

population grew, the need for a church was recognized. The first Mass 

was celebrated in the original church on June 12, 1871. Bishop 

Ignatius Mrak, the Second Bishop of Sault Ste. Marie & Marquette, 

dedicated this church on August 27, 1871. On June 1 of the following 

year (1872) Bishop Mrak canonically erected St. Joseph Parish. Father 

François Heliard, a native of France, served as the first pastor. He 

remained at St. Joseph Church until 1881. (It should be noted that the 

first patron of the Parish was St. Joseph Calasanz, a Spanish priest 

who worked in Rome during the 17th century. He is the founder of the 

Clerics Regular of the Poor Schools of the Mother of God, an Order 

dedicated to teaching poor children.) 

 

 Lake Linden continued to grow and more Catholics moved into 

the area. The majority of Catholics were French-speaking Canadians, 

but gradually the Germans and the Irish also arrived. Between the 

years 1872 and 1901 many changes were made to the Catholic life of 

the area. During this time the German and Irish of Lake Linden formed 

Holy Rosary Church on the south side of the village (1888) and the 

Catholics of Hubbell formed St. Cecilia Parish (1893). 

 

 Father Pierre C. Menard became the second pastor of St. Joseph 

Parish on June 15, 1881 and remained in this office until May 15, 1893. 

It was during his pastorate that parish school opened. Mrs. Pierre 

Pichette (Adeline Gareau), operated the first school in her home near 

the site of the former Holy Rosary Church. When this school opened in 

1881 there were about seventy students who attended. The following 

year 135 enrolled and a new site on the corner of Calumet and Torch 

Streets (further clarification of this is needed since Torch & Calumet run 

parallel to one another). Mrs. Pichette continued to run the school for 

four years. In 1886 the new school building, St. Annes Academy, was 

completed and the first Sisters came to teach in the parish, the Sisters 

of the Holy Cross of Notre Dame, Indiana. Mother Euphrasine, C.S..C. 

was the first Principal. They taught for three years and gave up the 

school in 1889. For the next three years St. Annes Academy was 

staffed by five lay teachers. 



 

By 1892 the first church building had became too small to house 

the growing congregation, even though the Germans and the Irish had 

separated from St. Josephs in 1888 to form Holy Rosary Church. The 

church building was enlarged by adding two large transepts to the 

existing building. This church was rededicated on November 5, 1892 

by Bishop John Vertin. It was at this time that the dedication of the 

church was changed to St. Joseph, the Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The reason for this change is no longer known. 

 

On June 17, 1893 Father J. Michel Letellier was named pastor. 

During his administration galleries were added to the church for 

additional seating and the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and 

Mary, of Montreal came to staff the school. The archives of the parish 

hold two beautifully hand written, French documents, drawing up the 

contract between the sisters and the parish. 

 

 

Convention entre le Reverend M Letellier de St. Just, Cure de l’Eglise St. 

Joseph du Lake Linen, Etat du Michigan, Messieurs les Syndics de ía 

susdite Paroisse, dune part, et la Corporation des Soeurs des Saints 

Noms de Jesus et de Marie, de Montreal, Province de Quebec, dautre 

part, a leffet de fonder une Ecole paroissiale clans la dite Paroisse du 

Lake Linden. 

Conviennent les cites parties depart et dautre: 

 1. Que les cites Soeurs des Saints Noms de Jesus et de Marie 

enseigneront lang/ais et lefrancais aux fl//es et aus garcons, ces derniers jusqua 

lage de douze ou freize ans. 

 2. Que ía dite Paroisse de St. Joseph du Lake Linden paiera 

mensuellement aux cites Soeurs de Saints Noms de Jesus et de Marie, ía some de 

cinquante centins pour chaque enfantsfrequentant lecole. 

 3. Que ía dite Paroisee fournira ía maison et le mobilier necessaire, ía 

chauffera et lentretiendra convenablement. 

 4. Que le lavage des classes (au moms deuxfoix lannee), les balais, les 

epoussettes pour lentretien journalier, etc. etc. seront aux frais de ía cite 

Paroisse. 

 5. Que ía cite Paroisse fournira, les pupifres, p/aches noires, cartes 

geographiques, historiques, cartes decriture, de dessin, signaux pour le 

Maifresse, lencre, las caie, etc. etc. 

 6. Que ía cite Paroissefera mettre, clans chaque classe, un crucifix, une 

image de la Ste. Vierge et une hologe. 

7. Que ía cite Paroisse achetura /es Prix, a la fine de lanne scolaire, ainsi 



que las Bons Points, et autres recompenses necessaires, clans le cours de 

lannee, pour entretenir lemulation chez les eleves. 

8. Que la cite Paroisse chargera quelqu ‘un de faire le dy entretenir les 

trottoins en hiver. 

9. Que la dite Paroisse voudra bEen permettre aux dites Soeurs 

des Sants 

Noms de Jesus et de Marie, de recevoir dans lEcole Paroissiale, 

les 

Pensionnaires qu ‘elles pourront heberger. En foE de quoi ont 

signe, ce 

jour de Juilet, mu huit cent quatre-vingt-trieze. 

 

Signe Michel Letellier de St. Just, 

Pasteur de St. Joseph, Lake Linden 

Laurent Jacques 

Exavier GE/let 

Juste G. T Joyal 

 

Sr. M J. Baptiste, Supre. Generale 

Sr. M Olivier, Assite Generale 

Sr. M du Sacre Couer, Ecv. General 

 

Father Letellier was replaced by Father Fabian S. Marceau on May 30, 1895. 

It was during his administration that the Canadian Sisters left because of the 

terrible living conditions in the convent. A letter from the Superior General to 

Bishop Vertin expresses the problems encountered by the sisters. 

 

 JM 

 
A La Grandeur Monseigneur J. Vertin 

Eveque de Marquette et Sault Ste. Marie 

 

Monseigneur, 

La Superieure du Couvent de Lake Linden nous est 

arrivee, El y a quelques semaines, avec deux Religieuses assez serieusement malades de la 

poitrine. Elle me dit en avoir laisse trois autres qui donnent des inquietudes, et que nous serons 

peut etre obligees de rappeler, si nous ne voulons pas quelles prennent le chemin de deux 

premiers. 

En presence dun resultat aussi deplorable pour notre Institut, jai du cherche, a en 

connaitre la cause. Et voicE, La Maison est fre ma/same et tresfoid: le murs interieurs sont 

souvent humides, las toiturefait eau a plusiers places et la fournaise est mal conitionnee et, pas 



consequent, insuffisante pour rechauffer cette grand maison. De la, les rhumes, lest 

pneumoinies, et en]in la consomption dont nos Soeurs sont aujourdhui souffrantes. 

Le Reverend Pere Marceau dit leglise tres endettee; et la Superieure sait, de source 

certaine, que les syndics de leglise, ma/gre leur bonne volonte, ne peuvent faire les depenses 

quexigeraient les reparations du Couvent. 

De plus, je crois que les Soeurs, a raison de la pauvrete actuelle de Lake Linden, causee par le 

depart dun grand nombre de familles, pourront d!fficilement frouver les moyens dy vivre. En 

consequence, je prie Votre Gradeur de ne pas trouver mauvais que nous treirions nos Soeurs cet 

automne. sijamais Lake Linden revoit de meilleursjours et qu ‘on oeuvre, nous y retournerons, 

heureuses de nous mettre de nouveu sous votre paternellle protection. 

Sollicitant une reponse a notre juste demande et une benediction pour notre Communaute. 

Je demeure, avec le plus profond respect, 

Monseigneur, 

De Votre Grandeur, 

La fres humble servante, 

 

Sr. M Olivier, Superierure Generale 

 

Couvent des Saints Noms 

de Jesus et de Marie 

Cochelaga, P.Q., 12 aout 1895 

 

Once again the school was staffed with lay teachers until the Sisters of St. Joseph 

of Concordia, Kansas arrived in 1896. 

 

 With the departure of Fr. Marceau came a quick succession of pastors and 

administrators. This was brought about because of the grave financial situation 

which engulfed the parish. Father J. A. Sauriol was named administrator in 1896 

and was replaced by Father Paul Datin who served as pastor from May 21, 1896 

until sometime in the month of February 1897. It was during this time that the 

Sisters of St. Joseph came to the Parish. The first group of sisters included: Srs. 

Flavian Arpin, Edmond Beaufort, Justina Belisle, Martha Christin, Germaine 

Fraser, Loretta Gosselin, Evarista Lepine, and Mary Anne, who was the Superior. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph-Concordia served the parish until 1971 when the Torch 

Lake Central closed. In May of 1897 Father M.T. Dugas, C.S.V. was named 

administrator. 

 

 The parish became more settled with the arrival, on May 22, 1897, of Father 

Edward P. Bordas. The wooden church which served the parish since its beginning 



was inadequate and a stone church was planned. The Parish still possesses two 

copies of the plans for this church, which was designed by Charlton Gilbert and 

DeMar and C.A. Pearce Associate Architects of Marquette, Hancock, Sault Ste. 

Mary and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The plans are dated August 1901. Unfortunately, 

the funds for building a new church were hard to come by and during Fr. Bordas 

pastorate all that was completed of the new church was the basement and the 

eastern facade. The basement of the church was blessed on January 26, 1902 and 

Mass was celebrated there for the first time on that day. This was used as the parish 

church until 1912 when the upper portion of the building was completed. When 

Father Bordas was transferred to St. Joseph Parish in Ishpeming in 1905 the parish 

was in debt to a sum of $23,000.00. 

 

 Unbeknownst to the people of Lake Linden a new era was beginning. An era 

that would last from September 14, 1905 until February 5, 1963. What brought 

about this era was the arrival of a young French-Canadian priest, the Reverend 

Napoleon Joseph Raymond. Ordained for just two years, this energetic young 

priest took charge of a parish with a great debt, a partially constructed church, and 

a rectory and school, which were said to be in ruins. He found a parish deeply 

divided, so divided that all construction on the new church had ceased. 

 

 He immediately set about retiring the debt of $23,000.00 and by May of 

1912 work began again on the church. But there was a change. The original plans 

for the building were abandoned because during the years that the parish had used 

the basement the village had changed. The main street of Lake Linden was no 

longer Lake (Front) Street but Calumet Street. Not everyone was pleased with this 

change and a group of parishioners wanted to bring brought Father Raymond to 

Court. They enlisted a lawyer, Mr. John Powers of Escanaba. A letter to Bishop 

Eis follows: 

 
John Powers 

Attorney and Counselor 

Escanaba, Mich. 

 

December 16th, 1911. 

 

Rt. Rev. Frederick Eis, 

 

R.C. Bishop of the Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie and Marquette.  



 Marquette, Michigan. 

 

Right Rev. Sir: 

 

  Having been consulted recently by a committee representing a 

number of parishioners of St. Josephs Parish Lake Linden, Houghton County, 

representing a certain proposed action in the direction of changing the front and 

entrance of the partially constructed new church from Lake Street to Calumet 

Street, and having been instructed by this committee to take such legal action in 

the Courts of the State as may be deemed advisable to prevent such proposed 

change for reasons assigned by them, and having accepted their commission in the 

matter after investigation, I write to advise you of the fact as a preliminary to legal 

action. I should personally deeply regret the necessity for recourse to the Courts in 

a matter so intimately connected with church (sic) affairs, and I most devoutly 

hope that the necessity for such procedure may be obviated. 

  These men, I mean the committee, present what impresses me as a 

strong case for equitable relief They and those whom they represent as I am 

advised, contributed liberally to the fund which was requisite for the work of 

construction so far as it has gone, with as they claim, the understanding that the 

edifice was to front on Lake Street, and a considerable amount of the work has 

already been accomplished. I am advised that a very costly and quite artistic, 

architecturally speaking, front has been erected facing Lake Street; that the 

changing of the front will entail very great expense; that four large fluted columns 

with their foundation, the columns weighing eleven or twelve tons each, together 

with three large arches over the high entrance doors, stone panels, massive 

entalature, etc., will all have to be removed and used elsewhere. 

  I am especially anxious to impress upon you the earnestness and 

seeming determination of the people who claim to be aggrieved by the proposed 

change, and for that reason, take the liberty of writing this letter in the hope that 

something may be accomplished to accommodate matters without recourse to the 

Courts. I can scarcely express my sincere wish sufficiently strongly, that this may 

be done. I am sure among other things, that a majority of congregation is opposed 

to the change, and hold in my files of the case at this time, the names of One 

Hundred and Forty-eight (148) persons, many of whom are personally known to 

me to be worthy men, who write themselves as being so opposed. 

  I should not feel justified in presenting a case to the Court without 

first communicating with you, in the hope above expressed. Kindly let me hear 

from you at your early convenience, and oblige, 

 

                                                             Respectfully and truly yours, 

   John Power 

   (signature) 

 



 

          It is obvious that the parishioners did not win the battle, as St. Joseph Church 

faces Calumet Street today, and the architectural shape of the building is totally 

different from the plans Father Bordas had drawn up. According to local legend 

Father Raymond designed and supervised the building of the Church, but on a 

small card, listing the Comité de lEglise (The committee of the church) and a 

drawing of the church, the firm of A. F. Wasielewski, Architect & Building, of 

Minneapolis, Minnesota is listed. The church was completed by December and on 

Sunday, December 8, 1912 the church was solemnly dedicated. The two following 

articles from the Calumet News and The Daily Mining Gazette relate the details of 

the dedication Mass and other events. 

 

Calumet News December 9, 1912 

Church erected at cost of $80,000 

Lake Linden s new Catholic edifice is dedicated 

 
 The new St. Josephs Church Lake Linden was solemnly dedicated 

yesterday morning by Rt. Rev. Frederick Eis, Bishop of Sault Ste. Marie & 
Marquette, assisted by a number of leading priests of a large congregation. The 

ceremonies were long and imposing. 

 Following the consecration of the church by the Bishop, a Solemn 

Pontifical High Mass was celebrated by Monsignor Joseph Pinten of Marquette, 

with Rev. Henry Bucholtz of Negaunee and Rev. Fr. Wilibrord  O.F.M. of 

Calumet as Deacon and Sub-deacon, Fathers Glazer of Hancock and Richter of 

Atlantic as assistants to the Bishop and Rev. Fr. Reis of Lake Linden as Master of 

Ceremonies. The sermon was preached by Rev F. X. Barth of Escanaba. 

 Last night the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was conducted by 

Rev. Fr. Bucholtz assisted by a majority of the Copper Country priests. Rev. Fr. 

Barth preached the sermon on this occasion in French, the language of St. 

Josephs congregation. Monsignor Pinten blessed the new Stations of the Cross, 

the donation of Joseph Bosch of Lake Linden. The new St. Josephs Church is an 

imposing edifice of Portage Entry Sandstone, erected at a cost of $80,000 dollars. 

Its erection extending over a period often years intermittently. The pastor of the 

church, Rev. N. J. Raymond, started the final construction work only this May. 

The principal decorative feature is a beautiful white marble Main Altar, presented 

by the St. Annes Society, which Altar was erected at a cost of $4,000 dollars. 

 

The Daily Mining Gazette 

Tuesday, December 10, 1912 



 

New St. Josephs Church 

Dedicated to Gods work 

 
 The new St. Josephs Church of Lake Linden, the church of the French-

Canadian Catholic congregation of this village, was dedicated with Solemn pomp 

and ceremony Sunday, the Services occupying a great portion of the entire day. 

The principal personality at the ceremonies was Right Reverend Frederick Eis, 

Bishop of Sault Ste. Marie and Marquette, the Diocese of the Upper Peninsula. 

The local interest in the dedication was so great that Rev. N. J. Raymond, pastor 

of St. Josephs, virtually reserved the space in the church during the principal 

dedicatory ceremony to invited guests, because the addition of such an edifice to 

the public buildings of Lake Linden made the dedication a matter of importance 

to the community as a whole. The congregation of St. Josephs gladly acquiesced 

in the arrangement and the church was crowded at two earlier Masses in order that 

the seating capacity might be available to citizens who were glad to be present to 

do the occasion honor, though not of the faith with which the edifice is identified. 
Preceding the Solemn pontifical High Mass that was to be Te Deum for the 

completion of the important enterprise, Bishop Eis and the accompanying clergy 

passed through the main aisle of the church, preceded by a group of Acolytes. The 

processional paused at the entrance of the church and here the consecration 

service was begun. As the priests chanted a litany Bishop Eis blessed the entrance 

of the church and in turn the body of the church, the sanctuary and the various 

Altars. 
Following the dedication the Pontifical Mass was sung. Rt. 

Rev. Monsignor James (sic) [Joseph] Pinten of Marquette, Vicar 

General of the Diocese, was the Celebrant, assisted by Rev. Henry 

Bucholtz of Negaunee as Deacon, Rev. Willibrod (sic) [Wilibrord], 

O.F.M. of Calumet as Subdeacon, and Rev. Henry Reis of Lake 

Linden as Master of Ceremonies. Rev. Fathers Richter of Atlantic 

and Glazer of Hancock acted as assistants to Bishop Eis. 

The Choral music for the Mass was particularly beautiful, 

with orchestral accompaniment and at the offertory Miss Desormier 

sang an exquisite solo. 

Rev. Father Barth of St. Patricks Church, Escanaba, 

preached the dedicatory sermon during the usual interval in the 

Mass. 

Father Barth is a man of fine presence and splendid voice, 

with all the physical and mental equipment of the successful pulpit 

orator. He delivered his sermon at the gates of the chancel rail. The 

preacher took for his text verses 13 to 21 of the sixteenth chapter of 



Matthew, in which Christ asked of Peter, “Whom do men say that I 

am?” It was in this text that Christ made one of the numerous 

statements of Holy Writ in which He declared His divinity. 

Father Barth said that his sermon would explain “The reason 

that brought this church and all other churches into being.” 

 The sermon was an exposition of the humanity and divinity of 

Christ. The preacher said that it had come to be the attitude of many modern 

writers to cast aside belief in the divinity of Jesus Christ and to include Him 

among the great thinkers, reformers and liberators the world, looking only on Him 

as a man. He refuted this view by showing that where the other men included in 

these lists were only great in their time and their places, Christ was great for all 

time, had left a universal mark, had left a legacy to all times and all peoples. 

He dwelt at length on the lofty heights of Christ’s mind as 

well as its profound depth. He spoke of the physiognomy of Christ, 

of the countenance that was most manly and beautiful but at the 

same time impressed all beholders as deflecting something more 

than mere physical beauty. 

Of this divinity of Christ, Father Barth declared the Catholic 

Church is the only living witness, that imprisoned Holy Father at 

Rome the direct custodian of the Church that Christ built upon the 

rock of Peter because Peter, when asked “Whom do men say I 

am?”, had expressed his belief that Christ was indeed the Son of 

God. 

 In administering this heritage the Catholic Church has grown and 

expanded till now it enfolds the peoples of all quarters of the world. Its millions of 

people worship daily in the churches such as this to glorify that Man, who is the 

only man in the history of the world that has survived for two thousand years. 

Father Barth’s discourse consumed more than an hour but it was so illuminating, 

so absorbing in its interest, that it held the closest attention of the congregation 

that crowded the immense church. 

Following Father Barth’s sermon Bishop Eis addressed the congregation briefly, 

both in French and English, complimenting Father Raymond on his zeal and 

industry in bringing about the successful completion of the church and 

complimenting also the donors of a number of costly adjuncts to the church. 

 The new St. Josephs Church is an imposing pile of masonry. It is 

constructed of Portage Entry Red sandstone and follows the French Renaissance-

Romanesque style of architecture. The façade presents two lofty coupled towers 

instead of one slender spire of the gothic style that is followed by most Catholic 

churches. The entrance is guarded by four immense red stone columns, two fluted 

and two plain. A coping over these columns bears four terra cotta statues of the 

Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These statues were presented in that 



order by; the farmers of the congregation, by Medard LaPlante, Wilfred St. Jean, 

and fifteen ladies of the parish. 

The interior of the church, with a seating capacity of 900, 

which capacity is increased to 1100 by the gallery seating, presents 

an unobstructed view because of the absence of columns. In 

Catholic churches these columns support the roof and separate the 

nave from the side alleys of the church. In this church the 

extremities of the arches are ornamented in plaster and each will 

support a chandelier, as yet a missing detail. 

The Main Altar is the decorative feature of the church. It is 

constructed of white marble and a detailed description of it would 

involve a great deal of space. In the face of the Altar table is a bas-

relief of the Last Supper. The Tabernacle is surmounted by a series 

of pillared canopies and above all is an (sic) oratoric of St. Joseph, 

the patron saint of the church. This oratoric, an integral part of the 

Main Altar is a miniature chapel in itself. This Altar and the white 

marble chancel rail are the gills the St. Anne’s Society of the church 

and represent an investment of $4,000. The Altar was designed and 

built for this church by the Daprato Company of Chicago. 

Other donations are a set of magnificent Stations of the 

Cross, each Station a statuary group, the gill l~ Joseph Bosch; a 

massive gold sanctuary lamp, the gill of A. F. Heidkamp; a cross of 

marble and gold on the Altar, the gilt of an Irish lady of the parish. 

The new St. Josephs Church was first conceived by Rev. 

Father Bordas, now of Ishpeming. He began it ten years ago and 

only the basement was completed, when the work stopped through 

lack of funds. Father Bordas was transferred to Ishpeming seven 

years ago and Father N.J. Raymond, then a young priest, took his 

place. Father Raymond is a forceful and energetic man. He found 

the Parish of St. Joseph $23,000 in debt when he took up the work. 

He discharged this obligation, made many improvements in the 

property of the parish and had a building fund of $19,000 when last 

May he decided to go ahead with the new church. The completed 

church now has a debt of $24,000, a comparatively small one 

considering the magnitude of the enterprise, representing rather 

more than an expenditure of $80,000. The new St. Josephs Church 

is one of the very finest church edifices in the Upper Peninsula. 

St. Joseph’s congregation is drawn from the French-

Canadian people of Lake Linden and the French-Canadian farmers 

of a radius of 12 miles. There are in the congregation 405 families, 

including 2,300 souls. The parish maintains a splendid convent and 



Parochial School attended by 405 children. 

The concluding ceremony of the dedication was held 

Sunday night. Here Rev. Msgr. Pinten blessed the new Stations of 

the Cross and Rev. Henry Bucholtz conducted the Benediction of 

the Blessed Sacrament. The evening sermon was to have been 

delivered in French by Rev. Father [Matthias] Jodocy of Marquette 

but he was unable to be present. Father Barth was substituted and 

his discourse in the French language was as inspiring and as 

excellent in diction as was his English sermon in the morning. 

Because of the presence of many people from a distance the 

women of the church served dinner in the parish hall after the 

morning exercises. Bishop Eis, the visiting priests, trustees of the 

church and the donors of valuable gifts were the guests at a dinner 

served at St. Joseph’ s convent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Gregoire 

 

(From Noces D ‘or de ta Paroisse Saint-Joseph 1871 -1921 by Rev. J. A. Paquet, pastor 

of Ste Anne Church of Calumet) * 

 

The first name who will be presented for our remembrance is that of Mr. Joseph 

Gregoire, to whom is awarded the title of “Father of the Canadians of Lake 

Superior.” Mr. Joseph Gregoire was the son of a farmer and the grandson of one of 

the heroes of Carillon. Born at Saint Valentin, county of Saint Jean, the 5th of 

August 1833, he came to Lake Superior at the age of 21, in 1854. Wielding an axe 

like all good Canadians, he was at first a simple woodcutter, then a carpenter, and 

he proved his talent by reaching the rank of foreman. By the end of the year he was 

a contractor. A little while after he entered into business with Mr. Louis 

Deschamps and Mr. Normandin, and established a sawmill near Torch Lake, that 

is, Lake Linden. The location of this sawmill today bears the name of 

Gregoireville. In 1872 he attained sole ownership of this establishment. Mr. Joseph 

Gregoire, though without [formal] education, was a very intelligent man, and 

possessed a heart of gold. Never a meritorious enterprise, a worthy man, or a just 



cause appealed to him in vain. One cannot number the individuals and the 

institutions which profited from his generosity. For 15 or 16 years, Mr. Gregoire 

was the Supervisor of Schoolcraft Township. He was honorary president of the 

Society of St. John the Baptist of Lake Linden, and also the first clerk of 

Schoolcraft Township. He died in August of 1895; but his memory is yet alive in 

the hearts[s] of all those who remember or who benefitted from his generous 

giving. 

 
*translated from the French by Rev. Eric E. Olson 

 

 

Gaspard 0. Girardin* 

 

A place of honor wholly belongs to Mr. Girardin who was the first organist of the 

Church of St. Joseph, serving [in that position] for more than twenty-five years. He 

was born at Berthier, P.Q., the 18th of July 1852. At the age of 24 he came to Lake 

Linden, where five years later, in 1881, he married Miss Hermine Breault4. 

Accountant in the house of Joseph Gregoire, his knowledge of business [qualified] 

him for the position of secretary-treasurer of the Cooperative Society, the Village 

Council and also for the good of the Church of St. Joseph. This lastly was the 

great devotion of Mr. Girardin. He was known not only for his muscial talent, 

which gave more splendor to the religious services, but that he gave joyously and 

generously of himself for the upkeep and the development of all the parish works.  

He piously died in the Lord in the year 1918, provided with all the consolation of 

religion, which came of his good service. 

 
1Gaspard Olivier Girardin (St. Joseph Church Marriage Register Vol. 2 pg. 199) 
2According to the Marriage Record Mr. Girardin was 33 years of age when he was married in 

1881, this would put his year of birth at 1848. 
3November 8, 1881. 
4Marie Elisabeth Hermine Breault age 34, born in Canada. 
5According to the Liber Defunorum of St. Joseph Church Mr. Girardin died on April 15, 1918 

 

*translated from the French by Rev. Eric F. Olson 

 

 

The Daily Mining Gazette 

Tuesday, April 16, 1918 



 

Gaspard 0. Girardin - 76 (sic)* [69] years of age and for the past 40 years a 

resident of Lake Linden passed away shortly before noon yesterday at his home of 

pneumonia. He was ill only four days. 

The deceased is survived by a widow and 3 daughters, Mrs. Con Sullivan and Mrs. 

John Kudnich of Calumet and Mrs. Anoinette Dube at home. Mr. Girardin was a 

member of the Lake Linden Lodge, St. John Baptiste. This organization will have 

charge of the funeral. 

The late Mr. Girardin was on of the best known and most highly respected French 

citizens of Houghton County. For a great many years he was secretary-treasurer of 

the Lake Linden Cooperative Society, being one of the heaviest individual owners 

of stock in the organization. He retained this position with the society until less 

than 2 years ago when the business was taken over by Joseph DesOrmiers the 

present owner. 

Mr. Girardin’s interest in community affairs extended over a period of years, 

relaxing only when advanced age and declining heath made his retirement to 

private life compulsory. Announcement of his death yesterday was a shock and 

caused keen regret among his wide acquaintances throughout the district. 
*age given in newspaper 

 

The Daily Mining Gazette 

Wednesday, April 17, 1918 

 

Services for the late G. 0. Girardin will be held Thursday morning at St. Josephs 

Church at 9:00 A.M. Rev. Fr. N. J. Raymond officiating. Burial will be in Mt. 

Calvary Cemetery. The St. Jean Baptiste Society will attend. 

 

The Daily Mining Gazette 

Thursday April 18, 1918 

 

Funeral at St. Josephs Church. Rev. Fr. Raymond will sing a Solemn High 

Mass, assisted by Rev. Frs. [Dieudonné Joseph] Breault1 of Houghton as Deacon 

and [Henry] Reis2 of Lake Linden as Sub-deacon. 

 
1Fr. Breult was a native of Lake Linden and at this time the assistant at St. Ignatius in Houghton. 
2Fr. Reis was the pastor of Holy Rosary Church in Lake Linden. 

 

 



PASTORS OF ST. JOSEPH PARISH LAKE LINDEN, MICHIGAN 
Reverend Francois Heliard 1871-1881 

Reverend Pierre C. Menard 188 1-1893 

Reverend J. Michel Lettellier 1893-1895 

Reverend Fabian S. Marceau 1895-1896 

    Reverend Joseph A. Sauriol, Administrator  1896 

Reverend Paul Datin 1896-1897 

    Reverend M T. Dugas, C.S. V  1897 

Reverend Edward P. Bordas 1897-1905 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Napoleon I. Raymond, P.D 1905-1963 

Reverend Roland L. Dion 1963-1966 

Reverend James L. Donnelly 1966-1967 

Reverend Clifford J. Nadeau 1967-1970 

Reverend Henry L. Mercier 1970-1972 

Reverend Otto J. Sartorelli 1972-1978 

Reverend James A. Pepin 1978-1988 

Reverend Arnold J. Grambow 1888-1990 

Reverend Allan J. Mayotte 1990-1992 

Reverend Eric E. Olson 1992-2004 

Reverend Francis G. Dobrzenski 2004- 

 

PASTORS OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH LAKE LINDEN, MICHIGAN 
Reverend John Henn 1888 

Reverend A. Th. Schuettelhoffer 1888-1889 

Reverend Joseph Haas 1889-1890 

Reverend Augustus W. Geers 1890-1893 

Reverend Nickolas H. Nosbisch 1893-1895 

Reverend Joseph Neurnair 1895-1896 

Reverend Nickolas H. Nosbisch 1896-1898 

Reverend Joseph Neumair 1889-190 1 

Reverend John Henn 1901 

Reverend Frederick Richter 1901-1903 

Reverend Adam J. Doser 1903-1904 

Reverend Henry J. Reis 1904-1955 

Reverend William F. Schick, Assistant 195 0-1951 

Reverend William C. Oremus, Assistant 1951 

                   Administrator 1951-1955 

                   Pastor 1955-1963 

Reverend Michael F. Hale 1964-1966 

 

 

 



Pastors of St. Joseph Church 

 

Rev. Francois Heliard 

dates unknown 

First Pastor of St. Joseph Church 

1871-1881 

 

The first pastor of this humble parish was a French priest, the Rev. François 

Heliard, who bore the administration here until 1881. During this time the [French] 

Canadian population grew rapidly. Always aided and encouraged by Mr. Joseph 

Gregoire, Fr. Heliard left an excellent remembrance and gave his resignation to 

return to France where he died. 

 

Rev. Pierre [Peter] C. Menard 

1845-1912 

Second Pastor of St. Joseph Church 

1881-1893 

 

The first pastor of St. Joseph Parish was replaced by Fr. Pierre C. Menard, 

who directed the parish from June 15, 1881, until May 15, 1893. 

This devoted priest, with a large and generous heart, was a French-Canadian. Born 

at [St. François] Vercheres, P.Q. September 281, 1845, he studied classics 

[philosophy] at the Seminary of Joliett~P.Q., and his theology at the Grand 

Seminary of Montreal. During his administration the first church became too small, 

he saw the successive increase of the Catholic population by the immigration of the 

Irish and Germans. An addition to the church became necessary, and the devoted 

pastor began the work by adding two large transepts to the building. Thus 

transformed, the church was newly dedicated under the same name by Bishop John 

Vertin, D.D. on November 5, 1892. 

 After several years of incessant labor and crowns of successes, Fr. Menard 

was promoted to the beautiful pastorate of St. Anne Parish of Escanaba, left vacant 

by the death of another [French] Canadian pioneer, Father Martel. His departure 

was smartly regretted and his memory remains profoundly rooted in the bottom of 

hearts. He sleeps here in the parish cemetery his last sleep, it was his expressed 

desire of being transferred here after his death. The translations of his mortal 

remains in 1912 gave the opportunity for many beautiful expressions and brought 



with it a great number of clergy. 

 

EEO 

Ordained by Bp. Mrak on April 23, 1875 

Fr. Menard died in Escanaba on May 25, 1912 
11n Rezeks History his birth is given as September 27, 1845 

 

Rev. J. Michel Letellier* 

?-1904 

Third Pastor of St. Joseph Church 

1893-1895 

 

The third pastor was the Rev. Michel Letellier, and was named to this charge 

by the Most Rev. Bishop Vertin on June 17, 1893. Under his administration a new 

ground floor in stone was added to the convent [school] and he saw the continual 

growth of the parish, making it necessary to add 
 

Died at Bourbonais, Illinois May 2, 1904 
*a]so Letellier de St. Just 

  
 Rev. Fabian S. Marceau 

 1851-1922 

 Fourth Pastor of St. Joseph Church 

 1895-1896 

 

Father Letellier was replaced by the Rev. Fabian S. Marceau who 

administered the parish from May 30, 1895 until May 14, 1896. During his short 

administration the considerable debt of the parish was nearly totally reduced. The 

Sisters of Jesus-Mary of Montreal left the school which remained closed for a time. 

 

EEO 

Born St. Simon, P.Q. January 20, 1851 

Ordained in Marquette by Bp. Vertin on August 20, 1885 

Died on February 11, 1922 

 

A letter to Fr. Raymond: 



Marquette, Oct 23rd 1906 

 

Rev. Dear Father, 

The Rev. Father Marceau arrived this morning. I have no parish to give 

him, but offered him to go as especially as his sister is with you. He will feel more 

at assistant in a Canadian parish. He prefers Lake Linden, home. 

I know you have plenty of work for him, and hope 

he will render you good assistance. He expects to come 

tomorrow 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 +F Eis 

 

 

 Rev. Joseph A. Sauriol 

 1860-1912 

 Administrator of St. Joseph 

 1896 

 

EEO 

Born Montreal, P.Q. May 4, 1860 

Ordained in Marquette by Bp. Vertin July 19, 1889 

Died June 1,1912 

 
 

 

 

 


